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The first HH-43F's were delivered to the Imperial
Iranian Air Force in Decembet, 1964, for local base
rescue work. Iranian pilots and mechanics, aided by
ARMISH/MAAG personnel and a field service repre-
sentative from Kaman Aircraft, began refresher train-
ing or making other preparations for their life-saving
operation, Pilot instruction had been received earlier
at Stead AFB, Nev. , while the Iranian mechanics were
trained at Sheppard AFB, Texas. The lranian pilots

also received additional training in HH -43 F fire-fighting
techniques and mountain rescue work from Capt Jerry
Stroh, USAF, on temporary duty with ARMISH/UaeC.
Soon aÍter the HH-43Frs arrived, LtGen Mohammad
Khatami, IIAF commander, qualified as a HUSKIE pilot.
The General is believed to be the first commander of
any foreignair force to check outin this tlpe helicopter.
The following year, as part of the IIAF maintenance
program, 3rdlt Djalal Djalali, was sent to the United
States for six-months training in maintenance proce-
dures and factory production methods.

The duties of the IIAF crews are similar to those of
USAF personnel flying or maintaining HUSKIES in many
different parts of the world-the primary mission is to
provide rescue coverage for aircraft operating from
bases at Mehrabad and Shahrokhi, The helicopters are
also on call for any number of other duties involving
military or community service. To lstl,t M. Valinia
and 2ndlt M. Hejazi fell the honor of carrying out the
first LBR rescue. While on a training flight the HH-43F

responded to an emergency call after an RT-33 pilot
ejected 10 miles from Mehrabad. The HUSKIE followed
the chute to the ground and within minutes the downed
pilot was back at the base.

In December, 1965, additional HH-43F's were de-
livered Íor use by the Imperial Iranian Army Aviation
Battalion. Capt Bert Cowden and Capt Bruce Purvine,
USAF, on temporary duty with ARMISH/MAAG, in-
structed'the IIAApilots for a period of three months. In
June of 1966 several more HUSKIES were delivered to
the battalion. After qualifying, the pilots were assigned
to the battalion by the Iranian Headquarters Supreme
Command at Tehran; they began flying the HH-4SF's on
a varietyof missions including assault troop maneuvers
and transporting the Royal Family. Among those who
qualified. as an HH-43F pilot was LtCol Abass Bahrami,
battalion commander. The Iranian aviation mechanics.
who had earlier received instructions at Sheppard AFB,
were giv en furthe r on -the -j ob training f rom Kaman s erv -

ice representatives in Iran. Recently a maintenance
school was also conducted by the representatives (see
photos). Its operation was described in the May-June,
1967, issue of Rotor Tips.

At the present time the HH-43F's are assisting the
communication section of the Army ground forces in
setting up mountain-top radio relay stations located at
approximately 11,000 feet. The only practical way that
construction materialcan be delivered to the sites is bv

I
v

v
TIíE HH-4SF HUSKIE IN IRAN

v IIAF ACCEPTS HUSKIES-LtGen S. Ezazi, Deputy comnander of thelmperial lranianAir Force, speaks atHH-43F accept-
arce ceremony. Presentation of the helicopters under the U. S. Military Assistance Program was made by MajGen G, S.
Eckhardt, commanding general of ARMISH-MAAG, on behalf of the U. S. Ambassador. In right photo, after qualifying as
a HUSKIE pilot, LtGen Mohamnad Khatami, IIAF commander, is presented with a commemorative model of the HH-43F by
Clinton G, Hargrove, I(AC service representative

KAMAN ROÏOR TIPS
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