USS ENGLAND - As aircraft flew protective cover
overhead, an injured pilot who had ejected from a battle-
damaged A-4 was rescued from the midst of more than
100 sampans in the South China Sea by a UH-2 crew
from the USS England. Although no hostile activity was
encountered while the exhausted survivor was being
hoisted aboard the SEASPRITE, a bullet hole was found
later in the starboard side of the tail pylon. Members
of the rescue crew, all from HC-1's Det 3, were Lt
Benjamin G. Garvin, pilot; Ens John F. McMinn, co-
pilot; Lewis B. Robertson, AMS2, and Jay L. Driscoll,
AMH3, crewmen. In a similar mission a few days later,
the same UH-2 crew rescued a pilot whose raft was in
the midst of several sampans., RESCAP aircraft com-
menced making passes at the sampans without firing and
the sampans did not venture any closer to the downed
pilot; however, after the rescuee was aboard, Lieutenant
Garvin took a route that kept him from flying within
firing range of the fishing boats.

USs REEVES - An F-8pilot who ejected after a flame-
out was rescued from the South China Sea by a UH-2
crew from HC-1's Det 15 deployed aboard the USS
Reeves. To assist the injured survivor, Frederick D.
Millispaugh, AN, leaped from the helicopter and then
swam underwater to make sure the rescuee's legs were
not entangled in his shroudlines. Millispaugh then hooked
the cable tothe downed pilot's torso harness and he was
hoisted to safety. LCdr Wade J. Pharis was pilot of
the SEASPRITE; Lt(jg) S. H. Arundale, copilot; John E.
White, ADR3, the other crewman.

USS INTREPID - A UH-2 crew from HC-2's Det 11
deployed aboard the USS Intrepid rescued the crew dof a
helicopter down in the South China Sea. Lt Billy G.
Blackwelder was pilot of the SEASPRITE; Lt Harry B.
Clark, copilot; Gloyd D. Yandell, AMSC, and Patrick
P. Dennis, AN, crewmen.

USs KITTY HAWK - A pilot whose aircraft plunged
into the South China Sea just ahead of the USS Kitty Hawk
was rescued a few minutes later by a UH-2 plane guard
crew from HC-1's Det Charlie deployed aboard the
carrier. A SEASPRITE crewman leaped into the water
to untangle the shroud lines from the survivor's legs.
LCdr A. O. Hanson was UH-2 pilot; Ens R. C. Kearley,
copilot; F. P. Wessell, AE3, and J. D. Pendleton, ATN2,
crewmen. A Det Charlie UH-2 alsorescued a sailor who
fell overboard a few days later. Lt(jg) W. L. Berry was
pilot; Lt(jg) D. H. Christian, copilot; R. N. Brown, AMS2,
and Petty Officer Pendleton, crewmen.

USS BON HOMME RICHARD - A UH-2 crew flying
plane guard rescued a downed pilot from the South China
Sea less than a minute after he entered the water. The
SEASPRITE pilot, LCdr E. M. Stewart, followed the
chute down and A. O. Petersen, AN, immediately leaped
to the aid of the rescuee and hooked him to the rescue
cable. Both men were quickly hoisted to safety by James
H. Martin, ADJ2. Copilot on the mission was Lt(jg) N.
S. Sugermeyer. All rescue crewmembers were from
HC-1's Det Lima aboard the Bon Homme Richard.

USS HANCOCK - The pilot of a plane which struck the
water in the wake of the USS Hancock was rescued by a
UH-2 crew from Det Bravo deployed aboard the carrier.
A SEASPRITE crewman leaped into the water to the
survivor's aid and attempted to cut the survivor free of
his entangling chute but was hampered by the rough
water and difficulty with the pneumatic webbing cutter.
Using the loud hailer, Lt Roger T. Rodeberg, the UH-2
pilot, told the men struggling in the water that they would
be lifted, chute and all. This was accomplished without
incident. Afterward, Lieutenant Rodeberg praised both
crewmen, L. P. Young, AN, and J. M. Payne, AA, for
their "skill and professionalism. ' Copilot on the mission
was Lt(jg) R. S. Ruble, Jr.

UH-2 Crews Honored For SEA Rescues

The Distinguished Flying Cross was presented to Lt(jg)
Timothy S. Melecosky, a UH-2 pilot from HC-1, at an
awards ceremony held recently at NAAS Ream Field,
Calif. The presentations were made by Commodore
Harry B. Stott, chief of staff of the commander, Fleet
Air, San Diego, FAW 14, Nineteen other awards were
distributed to members of the squadron.

Lieutenant Melecosky earned the DFC for a hazardous
night mission while deployed aboard the USS Coral Sea.
The Lieutenant and his crew hovered in a UH-2 at an
altitude of 15 feet for 25 minutes over turbulent seas to
rescue an injured sailor who had been knocked over-
board from a destroyer. Visibility was poor, winds
were gusting to 30 knots and waves were from 8 to 10
feet high. After the rescue, the SEASPRITE crew flew
to the rolling, pitching destroyer and, despite the obvi-
ous danger, hovered over the deck to pick up two more
injured men. Lt(jg) Carl E. Matyas received the Air
Medal as copilot of the aircraft piloted by Lieutenant
Melecosky.

Others receiving the Air Medal were LCdr Norman L.
Haney and Lt(jg) Robert H. Clark. AMS2 Paul J. Mitchell
received the Air Medal and two gold stars in lieu of his
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second and third Air Medal. Ens Christopher J. Conney
received the Air Medal with a gold star in lieu of his
fifth, a silver star in lieu of his sixth, and a gold star
in lieu of his seventh Air Medal. Lieutenant Robert L.
Cooper and Lt(jg) William J. Ruhe each received the
Air Medal and a gold star in lieu of their second Air
Medals. AN Everett G. Pemberton received the Air
Medal and the Navy Commendation Medal. Others re-
ceiving the Navy Commendation Medal were Lt John T.
Keith; AN William D. Sullivan, and AE3 Robert P. Gibney.

o

The Navy Commendation Medal was presented recently
to UH-2 pilot Lt John K. Beaver for flying 336 South-
east Asia missions, 139 of them in areas subject to
hostile fire. Many of the missions were conducted in
extreme weather conditions requiring precise instru-
ment flying. Lieutenant Beaver was attached to HC-1
and operating from the USS Enterprise at the time. He
is now serving with HC-2's Det 60 aboard the USS
Saratoga. The medal was presented by Capt J. M. Tully,
Jr., commanding officer of the Saratoga.
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IMPRESSIVE SHOW—Pilots from
the Imperial Iranian Army Avia-
tion Battalion demonstrate their
ability at formationflying and then
circle centuries-old watch tower
in an eye-catching contrast be-
tween the old and the new.

helicopter air lift; other Iranian HUSKIE crews are
working in conjunction with the Gendarmerie in locating
and apprehending members of outlaw tribal groups. The
HH-43F crews have also been flying doctors and medi-
cine to isolated villages when land vehicle approach is
impossible. Among the first such mercy missions was
one flown by two ITAA HUSKIES and a team of Iranians
and Americans. They made the flight to supply Gerdu,
located at 11, 000 feet, with medical assistance after the
town had been swept by whooping cough and dysentery.
Members of the mercy team were Capt Hossein Iran-
manesh, Rotary Wing Company commander at Isfahan,
and 1stLt Ali Noordad, both helicopter pilots; Captains
Cowden and Purvine; 1stLt Homayoun Bayat, command-
ing officer of the Shahrkord Gendarmerie Post; Joseph
P. Lorenz, American consul in Isfahan; Dr. Hossein
Akhavan of the Isfahan Department of Health and his two
assistants, Hassan Atabi and Reza Mortazavi.

The most recent — and spectacular — example of the
\ Iranian's utilization of their HH-43F's was shown during
a record-setting mission when 18 men were rescued at

one time from a mountain top.

OAA MAINTENANCE SCHOOL—In bottom photo, Iranian
mechanics install transmission and rotor shaft assem-
blies under guidance of Horace Field, one of three Kaman
Aircraft instructors who conducted the course on HH-43F
maintenance. In right photos, top to bottom, Lead in-
structor William Barr, third from left, watches as stu-
dents prepare transmission for removal. During class-
room work the third instructor, Edward Noe, explains
use of azimuth bar runout tool. At the end of the 15-week
course, diplomas are awarded by Col Abbas Bahremi,
battalion commander, during graduation ceremony. Capt
Manocherr Kaykhanzadeh, training officer, is at left.
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