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USS GRIDLEY (DLG-21)

“FIRE WHEN READY GRIDLEY”

URE umm,m- (nu.. 24) i€ the third ship of the fleet to be named In hogor of Captatn Charles V.
ARILLY, Mavy. Captain GRIDLEY distinguished himscll i the Dattle of Manila Bay as the
:‘mn:ﬂlq ume« of Admiral DEWEY"s {lagship Olympla, The first GRIDLEY , {DD-92) a Torpedo
Rom Destroyer, was launched on 4 July 1916, This GRIDLEY served in the Atlantic Fleet until 1922
whva ste was decommissioned. Tho second GRIDLEY (DD-380) was lauwached an 1 December 1938,
This dostroyer served during World War 11 ia the Pacific asd distinguishod herself in many campaigns
for which she carned 10 battle stars and the Philipplae Republic Presidential Unit Citation Badge.
HNDPLEY was devommissioned 1o We Pear] Nrbor Navy Yard aa Is April 1946

The third GRIDLEY (DLG-21) was build 2t the Puget Sound Bridge and Dry Dock Company at Seattlo,
Washingtan, Her kel was laid 15 July 1960 and she was lumched 31 July 1961 under the sponsorship
of Mrs, Stuart D), Rose, great-granddaughter of Captain Charles Vernoa GRIDLEY, 1.8, Navy,

GRIDLEY har 3 length of 513 feet; extreme beam of 53 foet; normal displacement of 7, 400tons; designed
spoed i excess of 3 knots and a designed comgplement of 350 olficers and men. llor armament consists
of two twin TERRIER surface to air missiles, Anti-Submariac Nockets (ASROC), two triplo torpedo
mounte acd two twin 3730 rapid fire guns.

GRIMLEY was dotivervd o the I B, Navy ot the l'ug.a sound sl shipyard, Nremericn, Washinglon
o0 30 April 3963 and was nliced in commission on 25 May 1963, Captaln Percy A, LILLY, Jr., U. 8.
Xovy i Command,
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Gridicy*s helo crew, HC1, Detachmest 3, flew shosrd in thely camoufiaged "bizd™ in Jasusey
1966 a8 Gridley was steaming out of Suble Bay, emroute 1o her first extendod patrol in the
Oulf of Tonkin, The pllat, co-pilot, alr erew and grousd crew performed in an outsianding
masner during ol of Gridley's patrols, They were constantly oathe alert, posed for action,
and they contriuted significantly to the Scarch and Rescus effort in the Gulf, LCDR, Brecks,
ENS, McMinnand several of the crow membeors were cited and given medals by both the
Uaited Stales aad South Victnamese goveramests for beroism under fire while o several
roscuc missicos. They slso performed yooman service in transporting tho Chaplain to other
ships iz the area for Smday church services aod fa carrying members of Gridley's Modical
Dopartment to snather ship kit by Viet Cong guatire sad badly ia aeed of medical tance,
Thw «mtire crow, both officers and mem, were 3 wohmme additicn ¢ Gridley's fight
2] Bete held in tho Righest sxtoem by 631 hands,
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