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ar. and rirs. Padl sl buggan
501 Lyncora street
Lyineoou, california  gulo2

dedilm ar. @i airs.  dugudy,

Paere have paen occasions in tne past when | have nad to write j2iters
bige tnis under similarly trayic circumstances. | oanow of A0 tase @ore
difficult or wore Tutile taan that of trying to find seprouriate Gr aven
ageyuate words oif conuolence to send to you fFor tie loss of vour sun.

As you Roow, WJilliam was attacned o delicopter Support Suuadron wnge,
betaciment Three, waich has been emparked in USS GRIVLEY since Junuary First
incident to tnis ship's scarch and rescue assignment. Your son was fatally
vioundged by enemy ground fire on tne first rescue wission flown from GalullY
since tae aelicopter detacument arrived on soard.  Licutenant Comnandoer
Josepn srecka, first pilot of the welicoster and Uillian's officer in cinarge,
has first nand details of toe circumstances at toe time your son was wounded
and | know that e is writing to you also, LUu& drecea piloted tne aircraft
on ihis rescue mission on tne evening of January sixtn. Present in the
aircraft, in addition to your son and tae pilot, were Zasign Jonn F, iic
the copllot and w52 Lawis b, Robertson, tie other air crewmember.

Hinn,

The first indication tnat we in the ship had of the trajedy was when
tue pilot radiced that te nelicopter had been nit by enemy groundfire while
over tne coastal canbat area of the Gulf of Tonkin, iie then advised us
tnat he and one crew member were wounded and tinat the aircraft, a Ud-2A
nelicopter, was returning to tne snip. That the aircraft made it back to
this ship at all was a remarkable feat of flying vecause it was vadly damaged
vy bullet noles in the rotors, fuselage and electrical eyuisment. The pilot,
witn a sihrapnel wound in tne left ara, wanaged to land tie helicopter on our
deck wiere we nad tone staff physician, Lt Rebert P. Lonergan, edical Lorps,
USHR and two experienced senior nospitalman, #iil wewton ond HiZ Uickson standing
by. The Sick vay nad already veen placad in readiness. Jillian was taken
bamediately to sick day and a call for blood donors witn ais type wlood was
announced on tne ship's announcing systen. A line of at least seventy-five
donors, all wWilliam's shipuates, was formed immcdiately. All tine blood which
pos3sioly could be used was willingly volunteered.

I €an report to you that Juctor tonerjan and ais aedical tacimicians
workes rapidly and efficiently for cigoaty minutes to keeo willian alive
wii le Tive units of wiole blood were veing adninistered, There were no
distractions whatsoevar and tne vounded »ilot was not treated until after
4illiaa nad passed away. The sole concern of all involved as to save tais
sailorts 1ifz if at all vossivle.




